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FRED J. PIERCE
Fred J. Pierce Bird

Life for 13 years, has been largely responsible

as editor ot lowa
for the bird students’ oraanization known as
the
just east of Winthrop
20
If you go to v.5it him (and Fred enjoys visi-

lowa Ornithologists’ Union Fred farms

l':"""l'."ll '\.-1!‘.'-“_} I.-|. f_,ﬁ'-'-u'{;_l:_p'

where he also operates a filling station

tors), you will quite probably find him in his
overalls at work

Mr. Pierce spends his spare time observ-
ino b.rds and reading and writing about
them. He has the finest private bird library |

in the state
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Ornithologists

(Continued 73)

much in common with the sports-
man; Iin fact, he can rub elbows
with him on any hunting trip and
get as much sport as the hunter.
The hunter and the bird student
reach a very similar goal—the
main difference iIn the ap-
proach. There is the spirit of the
chase—stalking the game, cap-
turing the sought-after prize, and
receiving the benefit of outdoor
relaxation. The hunter brings
back a dead bird or animal. The
ornithologist may bring back a
sight record accompanied by care-
fully taken notes, a photo of his
bird if he is a camera fan, or an
indelible mental picture to en-
tertain him anew many times 1n
the future. The sportsman glories
in his guns and rods. The bird
student thrills to the feel of a
pair of fine binoculars in his
hands, or prides himself in the
possession of {f{ine cameras or
other equipment.

The hunter’s days are numbered
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by law. The bird student can
follow his hobby every day of
the year. You will find him

trudging the snow-laden woods In
search of winter birds. During the
spring months he is absorbed with
the great spectacle of birdland—
migration. In summer the nest-
ing birds challenge his ability to
discover family secrets; then in a
few short weeks fall migration 1s
in full swing, offering many in-
teresting identification  prob-
lems in the changed fall plum-
ages. Bird study i1s one of the

most flexible of hobbies. Its devo-
tees can dip into 1t only slightly
for relaxation, or they can make
it a lifetime study. Its many an-
gles can include camping, canoe-
ing, hiking, picture-taking by
movie or still camera, bird band-

ing, laboratory work, drawing,
and sound-recording. Observa-
tions may be and are made on

foot, from auto, train, steamship
or airplane.

In 1943 the Iowa Ornithologists
Union, our cnly state-wide bird
study organization, celebrated it
twentieth birthday. It was or-
ganized at Ames, Iowa, on Feb-
ruary 28, 1923. A small group o
bird enthusiasts headed by Dr
T. C. Stephens, Charles J. Spiker

and the late Walter Rosene be-
lieved that lowa needed a bird
society. History was made a

that Ames meeting, for out of 1
grew an organization that has
had staying power and has made
a good record for itself. Founded
on worthy purpose, the organiza-
tion for two decades has made 1ts
influence felt through wvaluable
accomplishments,

The Iowa Ornithologists’ Union
though having a formidable name.
requires no union card, has no
hcur schedule, no wage disputes.
Its constitution sets forth that
“.ts aims shall be to promote the
study of ornithology by
closely uniting the students ol
this branch of natural history and
to encourage the study of birds
in the state of Iowa". Its mem-
bership roll includes the names
of persons in many different oc-
cupations and professions—doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, farmers,
ministers, school boys and giris,
businessmen, housewives, and
service men. All that is required
for membership 1s an i1nterest In
birds. The eornithological frater-
nity recognizes few of the limi-
tations imposed by other organi-
zations and 1s broad in its scope
and sphere of influence.

The Iowa bird society has spon-
sored directly or indirectly vari-
ous forms of investigation of bird
life. Careful migration records
and studies have thrown valuable
light on the travels of birds. On
several occasions the Union has
assumed a militant attitude and
presented a united front to secure
state legislation for the protec-
tion of certain species of birds. A
number of the members of thc
Union have gone far up the ladder
as ornithologists and conserva-
tionists and have become well
known wildlife technicians,

An annual two-day convention
in May has been a popular feature
of the Union’'s activities. These
are held In various cities of the
state, usually where there 1s an
active local bird club. At these
conventions there 1s a program ol
papers, lectures by wildlife spe-
cialists, a showing of movies and
slides, an ornithologists’ banquet,
and a half-day field trip. The
conventions are always well at-
tended and highly enjoyable.
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IBrings Back a Sight Record . . .
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In spite of wartime restrictions

various kinds, and the entry
ol members into the armed forces,
the 1943 spring bird census spon-
sored by the Union was a decided
success. Fourteen localitles Iin
lowa were represented, 135 per-
sons took part in this field day
and 25,514 birds of 198 species
were counted.

0l

The Union’s official publication
“Iowa Bird Life", published
quarterly at Winthrop, Iowa
(sample copiles are sent free to

1S

persons interested in becoming
members of the organization).
This is an illustrated magazine

containing both popular and sci-
entific articles, as well book
reviews, news of local bird clubs
in the state, biographies and other
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timely matter. Well-rounded in
ornithological information, the
magazine carries census reports

and bird lists, articles on migra-
tion, bird banding, habitats, food
and nesting habits, and the re-
sults of 1investigations along vari-
ous lines. The illustrations are

made from carefully selected pho- |

tographs and drawings of birds.
“lowa Bird Life” has been pub-
lished for 13 years. The store of

valuable information i1ts printed
volumes contain i1s a testimonial
to the careful work of the state-
wide group of members who are
always enthusiastic in their bird
work and ever loyal to their or-
ganization,

The lowa Ornithologists’ Union
18 always anxious to increase its
membership and thus broaden its
influence and usefulness. Noted
for its informal gatherings and
friendly atmosphere, it invites
all persons with an Interest
birds to become members. Dues
are one dollar a yvear for adults,
50 cents for those under 16 years.
The magazine is mailed quarterly
to all members.

Bird r\iot;_

(Continued from Page
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years the bird column was dis-
continued. However, the gen-
eral public 1s bird conscious and
there was a demand for bird news.
At the request of the editor the
writing was resumed under the
heading, “Bird Notes”. 1 also
write the society notes and do a
little other reporting for the
Eagle.

Not a Mus_ical Score--Just Birds . . .
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Look Out For That Beak . . .

another as there is between you
and your neighbor, or between a
pike and a carp, or a heliocopter |
and a flying fortress.

Your neighbor may call any
big bird that flies in the daytime
and kills what it eats a “hawk.” |
That's all he calls it. Maybe you
know better; but even among
wide-awake sportsmen there 1s
considerable confusion about the
birds of prey An eastern ZOO10-
gist double-checked that idea by
asking 11 “intelligent sportsmen’
to examine and name seven
mounted specimens. The winner

of this little brain derby knew |
five of the seven hawks: but five
of the contestants failed to iden-

tify correctly a single one!
Some of these winged preda-
tors are among the sportsman’s
and farmer’'s best friends, and all
except three species are protected
by state law. So before drawing

bead on another such target 1t
would be just good sense for

every gunner to find out how well
he can answer the question,
“What hawk that?”

To begin with, remember that

15

the differences 1n design of
hawks are of great importance
LO ITIAI. The red-tailed, the
sharp-shinned, and the sparrow
hawks are built on different
plans: they eat different foods.
And since we are Interested In
hawks chiefly because of what
they eat, it will pay to examine
the design and habits of the

groups found commonly in Iowa.

The Buteo or “mouse hawks" are
big, heavy birds with broad
wings and short fan-shaped tails.
The red-tailed and red-shouldered
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alr and favorable winds, soaring
over woods and fields 1n
their relentless search for small
rodents. When conditions for
soaring are poor, they frequently
perch on an exposed dead limb
or post and the fields for
food.

These li!.ﬂ fellows gil'tt_wi
neither with speed nor the ability
tc turn abruptly, and as you might
gpess, the Buteos in general are
not bird catchers, After checking
the stomach contents of over 5,000
hawks, the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture gives the
following averages for the red-
tailed hawk's diet: rats and mice,
55 per cent; insects, 10.5 per cent;
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rabbits, ete,, 9.3 per cent; small
birds, 9.2 per cent; poultry, 6.3

per cent: and other miscellancous
food, 9.7 per cent.

Compared with this, the red-
shouldered hawk eats three times

as many insects, fewer rodents,
more frogs, and a negligible

amount of poultry. The rough-
legged hawk 1s a superb mouser;
| it feeds also on grasshoppers, but
lonly very rarely on birds,

' The Accipiter hawks, in con-
trast to the Buteos, are much
smaller. Their short, thick wings
and long, slender tail are adapted
for tremendous bursts of speed
through woods and thickets. AS
orie might expect, predators which
are able to fly rapidly and turn
abruptly tend toward a diet of
birds. Such i1s true of the Coop-
er's and sharp-shinned hawks,
the only Accipiters one 1s likely
to in lowa. The goshawk, a
northern species, comes into the
state rarely in winter. These are

ocE

the three hawks unprotected by
law.

The little sparrow hawk is our
only common representative of
the Faleon family. With their
long pointed wings, the Falcons
are quite different in appearance
from the Accipiters. Yet they,
too, are primarily pursuit jobs,
capable of very rapid flight. The
diminutive sparrow hawk feeds
largely on mice and grasshoppers
and other large insects, This hawk
commonly seen perched on
posts aiong lowa roads, and it
spots its prey from a relatively
short distance. Frequently it
hovers momentarily, perhaps
wailting for a suspected victim to
show 1itself, before striking.

The marsh hawk belongs to
still another family, the Harriers.
Feeding mostly on mice, cotton-
tails, and other rodents, and to
some extent on birds, it hunts
while flying low over the fields,
taking 1ts victims by surprise at-
tcck. It has a long tail somewhat
like that of the Accipiters and
Falcons. However, it larger;
its wing tips are moderately
blunt; and it has a habit of ghding
with its wings uptilted above the
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horizontal plane of the body. The |

turkey vulture, which habitually
with wuptilted wings, 18
much larger.

Many people are surprised to

aldl'S

learn that two of the smaller
hawks are considered destruc-
tive, while the big Buteos are

beneficial. But of course it is not
size but design and habits that
count. Ignoring this, uninformed
gunners have taken a terrific toll
of our most beneficial species.
The Buteos are big, slow birds—
easy shots—and to make matters
worse for them, they are often
rather tame, perching in exposed
places within easy range. The
destructive Accipiters, on the
other hand, are small, fast-mov-
g birds, sticking to the denser
cover and seldom affording easy
shooting.

For this reason most of the
states which have tried a bounty
system to control undesirable
predators have given the system
up unworkable; they have
found that most of the birds
brought in for bounty are on the
protected list!

a5

Extensive research in Iowa and
Wisconsin shows that even the
bird-eating hawks may be pres-

ent iIn normal numbers without
reducing the population of game
birds. Dr. Paul L. Errington has
found that the predators take only
the surplus population of quail,
which if not taken by predators
would be removed by disease,
hunger, or exposure, Dr. Erring-
ton says that your favorite hunt-
Ing ground somewhat hike a
pasture built to hold only a cer-
tain number of cows; 1f you put
too many cows in the pen, some
will be crowded out and will die,

1S

Man wusually works up his
biggest appetite for the things
that are scarcest. Hawks take

the things that are most abun-
dant. This is all to their credit
friends of man. For when
meadow mice are a plague in the
orchard and cornfield, that is the
time when it 1s most important
that they be preyed upon. Or i
rabbits become unusually abun-
dant, that is the time when man
can best afford to spare a portion
of the crop.

Taking the food that is easiest
to get, predators sometimes act
Therefore an
contents 1s

dS

as scavengers.
analysis of stomach
sometimes misleading from an
economic standpoint. Observers
have pointed out that too often
when a farmer throws a dead
chicken over the fence into the
orchard, his well-meaning son
catches a red-tailed hawk “eat-
ing a chicken” and blows it to
bits.

When you use the word “hawk”,
remember that far more of them
are good than bad, and that for
even the most destructive species
the best policy is to declare war
only on the specific individuals
known to be working against
man’'s purposes.

Duck Calling

(Continued from Page 76

Column 4)

So as parting advice today, buy
vour duck call now and practice
every day, and when the season
comes if you haven’t mastered it
leave it home when you go hunt-
ing, because you will do more
harm than good. When you have
learned how, I know that you will
get a tremendous kick out of 1t.
—Burlington Hawkeye Gazette.

“Please mail me one copy of
the book ‘Waterfowl in lIowa. —
LLititz, Pennsylvania.
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